42                            PAUL GAUGUIN
In June of this year, 1885, Gauguin left Copenhagen
by train for Paris, taking with him his eldest son, Clovis,
now nearly eleven years old. He gave Mette all his property
and the money that he received from one of his brothers-in-
law who bought his collection of pictures* The four younger
children remained behind with Mette who continued, while
she awaited the call to Paris, to endeavour to render the books
of Emile Zola palatable to an easily scandalised northern
reading public.
"I also have observed the north of Europe," Gauguin wrote
in later years, "and the best thing I found there was most
certainly not my mother-in-law, but the game that she cooked
so admirably/'